OUR AMBASSADOR KING

There is no doubt that the Prince's varied experience
of the War gave power to his elbow whenever he
addressed emergency committees in England. He was
given the opportunity to see more than one area of the
great struggle. In 1916 the "authorities" decided to
attach him to the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.
He spent an uncomfortable time in Egypt and then
proceeded to the Italian Military Headquarters. This
was an opportunity for the Italians to express their
warm regard for England and implicitly encourage the
hope of an Anglo-Italian royal marriage. Driving in
an open car with the King of Italy, the Prince was given
an eager and high-spirited ovation. The interlude was
not an unmixed blessing. It served to remind him that
inimical forces can lurk in pacific relations no less than
in the conflict of war. The enemy called Rumour
menacingly crossed his path. Stories were told in
England that the Italians' warm-heartedness and the
Prince's consent to be a guest of the Italian Royal Family
undoubtedly pointed to an imminent engagement
between him and the eldest daughter of that family, the
Princess Yolanda of Savoy. Official denials were un-
availing. They did but help the enemy to wax fat and
flourish. Even after the Armistice it was busy -with that
particular item of news. And since then it has frequently
lifted its head and given tongue to all manner of false-
hoods and importunate wishes. The Prince perforce
has had to learn that, on such occasions, silence is his
most effective weapon. Few factors can have con-
tributed so much to the forming of his character as
these encounters, for to be silent while the public makes
arbitrary decisions on the most vital and personal
details of one's life is to exercise self-discipline in its
extremest form.

The Prince, it is true, did become a cousin to the
King of Italy when the latter conferred upon him
the Order of the Annunziata; but whatever hopes the
public idly entertained of a closer relationship were
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